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The Mission of The Cancer Research Foundation Is To Help Find The Cures For Cancer Through Funding Laboratory and Clinical Research.

Cancer is a
wild beast.

The Cancer Research Foundation is pleased to announce that
Dr. Marcus Peter, Ph.D. has been awarded the 2008 Fletcher
Scholar Award to pursue his research project titled: “Treatment
of Cancer by Targeting its Embryonic Properties.” This
$100,000 grant is funded by income earned by the Eugene
and Dorothy Fletcher Memorial Endowment created to fund
laboratory research in cancer and has been awarded biennially
since 1989.

We are pleased to present Dr. Peter’s description of the
work he is planning to pursue with this grant.Dr. Marcus Peter, Ph.D.

In an effort to save paper and reduce our mailing costs, the Cancer Research Foundation will not be sending out copies of our annual audited financial report. A copy of the

financial statements for the fiscal year running from April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008 can be found on our web site at www.cancerresearchfdn.org. Additionally we would

be happy to send you a personal copy if you call our office at 312-630-0055 or write us at Cancer Research Foundation, PO Box 493, Chicago, IL 60690-0493.

Originally it was viewed as a sick animal
in that it was believed that its resilience
to therapy was due to an instability in
the genes of the abnormal cancer cells.
A tumor was assumed to contain mu-
tated cells that allowed it to resist any
form of therapy thrown at it. If this hy-
pothesis is correct, it is amazing that
many human cancers contain all the
necessary mutations to survive almost all
treatments. Cure rates of many cancers
have not significantly improved over the
last decades (i.e. lung, pancreas, colon or
ovarian cancer) despite intensive research
efforts. And many of the improvements
in patient survival are due to improved
prevention, early detection methods or
better surgical techniques.

In recent years a new theory has
been emerging. This view of cancer
suggests that it is not so abnormal as
originally postulated. Cancer cells have
an intriguing number of properties of
normal embryonic cells. Most often
patients die from cells called metastases,
cells derived from a cancerous tumor,
rather than from the original tumor it-
self. In order to form metastases, a
cancer cell needs to undergo dramatic
changes to become more mobile and
invasive, enabling it to move to distant

sites in the bodies and form new tumors.
This behavior is reminiscent of that of
early embryonic cells, which also need
to move to distant sites of the embryo to
form new tissues such as organs or
limbs. Indeed in recent years a number
of genes (the genetic information con-
tained in all cells) have been found to be
expressed in embryonic cells that are
absent in adult cells but are re-expressed
in cancer cells.

So far these genes have not allowed
us to explain the similar behavior of
most cancers. But the similarity has led
us to ask: How is this embryonic behavior
regulated and is there a master regulator?
We believe we have recently identified
such a master regulator in form of a
novel type of small molecule called let-7
expressed only in adult tissues but not in
early embryos. These molecules belong
to the class of micro ribonucleic acids
(micro RNA) and we know that each
micro RNA suppresses the expression of
multiple other more conventional genes.

The let-7 molecule could therefore func-
tion as a master regulator. We have now
identified a set of 12 genes regulated by
let-7 (we call these genes which are
turned on and off by let-7 and which are
related to cancer and fetal development
“let-7 regulated oncofetal genes” or
“LOGs”,) all of which are early embryonic
genes expressed in cancer cells. But
would cancer cells utilize such a master
regulator?

As of last year we know that just 4
human genes introduced into a normal
skin cell can transform the skin cell into
an embryonic stem cell that can give rise
to any cell type found in the body. If we
can create an embryonic stem cell in a
laboratory, then it is safe to assume that
nature can do many similar tricks like
this even better. It is therefore entirely
possible that cancer cells can de-differen-
tiate into stem-like cells and then differ-
entiate again into many other cell forms,

(...continued on next page)



Your Holiday
Card Benefits

Cancer Research
Foundation

Select from beautifully designed holi-
day cards and 10% of your card sale
benefits Cancer Research Foundation.

Cancer Research Foundation has
partnered with Heartfelt Charity Cards
for over 16 years. Heartfelt Charity
Cards offers our donors and friends an
opportunity to send quality holiday
cards that in turn benefit the Cancer
Research Foundation.

Visit wwwcancerresearchfdn.org or
charitycards.com to select your
holiday greeting card.

Cancer is a wild beast. (Continued from the front page.)

providing an explanation for the enor-
mous plasticity of cancer and for its abil-
ity to deal with almost any therapy we
have tried so far. Recently a loss of let-7
has been shown to be responsible for the
drug sensitivity of cancer cells and loss
of let-7 has also been found to render
cancer cells resistant to drug treatment.

Cancer is a wild beast and not just a
sick animal. This proposal is aimed at

characterizing that beast in order to defeat
it. The idea is to use the master regulator
let-7 to render cancer cells sensitive to
chemotherapy. However, in order to tame
or even defeat the beast one needs to first
understand where it is drawing its
strength from. This proposal will explore
the activity of all the 12 LOGs individu-
ally to cause resistance to anti-cancer ther-
apy with the goal to identify the ones to

target as part of a novel cancer therapy. In
the future we plan to use the 12 LOGs to
selectively target cancer cells by instruct-
ing the immune system to eliminate can-
cer cells expressing any of the LOGs. Our
work has the potential to result in a can-
cer treatment that would allow many
forms of cancer to be treated.

Supporting Cancer Research Foundation



Thank You...Thank You...To Our FY 2008 Donors
(April 1, 2007 – March 31, 2008)

Your donations help fund important laboratory and clinical research in cancer.
Every donation is very much appreciated and we can’t thank you enough for your participation.

� A �
Rosa Aaron
Debbie Abrahamson
Ronald A. Adams
Stephen Adelmann
Lewis & Prudence Affetto
David Ahuja
Ronald Alalouf
Power Alan
Aldridge Electric Inc.
Howard & Peggy Alexander
Alpenglow Elementary
Thomas Altamirano
Serene Altman
Allegra Amado
Lance Amato
Rose Amato
Sid Ambardar
Ameriprise Financial
Phyllis & Richard Amos
David W. Anderson
Jennie Anderson
Raymond & Marion Anderson
Anheiser-Busch Companies
Sharon S. Armstrong
Geraldine Ascher
AT&T United Way
Janice Atkins
Autobahn Motor Works Inc.
Diana Avallone

� B �
Laurie Baker
Richard and Evelyn Baker
Bill & Irene Baldauf
Doug & Cissy Balut
Ronald & Geraldine Balut
R. M.Bamfor, Psi-Delta

Sigma Association
Bank of America
Bill & Pat Bardeleben
Anne Barrett
Richard & Cynthia Bauknecht
Ernest Bea
Carole & Tom Beck
Silvio Belmonte
Fred Bernacchi
Enzo & Lee Berti
Bob & Elyce Bibergal
Sarah Bills
Roslyn & Jeff Birch
Karen & Stuart Blankstein
Ethel & Ralph Blinkwolt
Nikki Bolduc
Germaine Bomchill
Helen Bonen
Pauline Bonze

Ruth & Richard Boswell
Fran & Herb Braidman
Florence Braudy
Marla & Rand Brichta
William & Juaine Broadbent
Estate of Eleanor Gann

Bronson
Linda V. Brown
Tamika Brown
Char Bruhn
Ernie & Kathy Brunke
Robert Bubernak
Natalie Buckman
C. Braverman Bulmash
Estate of Wilma Buntin
Lisa Burik
Geraldine Burke
Evelyn Burrage

� C �
Calahan Funeral Home
Delores Calkins
Irene Camasta
Robert Camastro
The Campisi Family
Judy and Sam Cannella
Joseph Capizzi
The Dallas Carlson Trust
Gayle Carzoli
Marcello & Lia Cesario
Sandra & Terry Chalmers
David Chew
Chicago Voice and Data
Charlene Cliff
Barbara & Martin Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Sharon & Julian Cohen
The Seymour A Cohen

Foundation
Carmen & Suzanne

Colangelo
Paul J. Compernolle
Joan D. Conrath
Patricia Conway
Charise Cook
James Corbin
David Costanzo
Ronald & Jean Costanzo
Anna & James Crowley
Frank Cureau

� D �
Rocco D`Angelo
Bruno Dalmaso
Bruce & Suzi Darin
Lee & Robert Davis
Stephanie Davis
Paul De Leon
Diane Deacy

Howard & Diane Dean Jr.
Kelly M. Dee
Penny & Tom DeFrancesco
Herb & Diane DeGrenier
DeLisa. Michelle & David
Walter & Ann DeLise
Paula J. DeMent
Lynn & Kenneth Denenberg
Anne DeSimone
Details Details Inc.
George Devins
Ray & Anna Lee Devorkin
Richard & Doris Dina
Esther Dobrofsky
Stephanie Ann Doherty
James & Ivy Dolbeare
Denny & Ellyn Dorsey
Howard & Bonnie Drazner
Michael & Vicki Drumm
Ethel Drury
Margaret Ducci
Danna & Sol Dudnick
Cecelia Dusha

� E �
Elise Ecanow
Marsheed Edmonds
Earl Edmondson
Bernice Edwards
Margie & Herman Eisenberg
Jordan & Gloriane Engerman
Sheldon & Renee Engerman
Elida Engstrom
Bruce & Charlene Entman
Carol & Harold Erickson
Estate of Alice Johnson
Estelle Ecker Foundation
Taboada Eustorgio

� F �
Crystal Fatyol
Faust of Italy
Marilyn F. Fawell
Harry & Eileen Feldman
Iris S. Feldman
Morris V. Ferlito
Teddy & Harriett Fershtman
Field Elementary School
Maurizio Fini
Ray Fiocchi, Jr.
Margaret Fletcher
Sally Newman Fohrman
Megan Forb
Judy & Sanford Foreman
Lenore Foreman
Charles Frankel
Dolores Zelko Frankovich
The Freed Family Foundation
Ruth & Gene Freedman

Maury Frez
Mardy & Terry Fried
Christopher Fritz
Jim & Gloria Fruin
Michael Fuchs

� G �
Warren & Anna Gall
Nidhi Gangadhar
William & Jean Gardner
Marlene & Bernie Garnick
Marcia E. Garvey
Evelyn Gawczynski
Jon & Lisa Geiger
Marylee & Dan Gentile
Marihelen Gester
Belle Glass
Caryle Glazer-Lord
Meryl & Mark Glickman
Beverly Glieberman
Ethel & Bill Gofen
Stanford J. Goldblatt
Aaron Golub
Ruth & Jordan Goodof
GoodSearch
Estate of Madge Gould
Graff Valve & Fittings Co.
Jeanne Graham
Dennis Granato
Suzanne Greenwald
Timothy Bishop &

Ms. Helene Greenwald
Lori Griffith
Patrick S. Grossi
Frank & Lillian Guella
Janice Guggenheim

� H �
Maxine Handelsman
Mitzi Handelsman
Richard & Doris Hanke
Ruth J. Hapner
Dalia Harami
Jerome Harris
Beverly & Howard Hartman
Howard & Pauline Harwood
Michael Hatzis
Heartfelt Charity Cards
Ariana Heideman
Beryl Heller
Beryl Hershman
Sylvia & Alan Hertz
Elaine & Steve Heuberger
Hey Machine Tools Linc.
Danny Hickman
Anthony Hidreth
Lois Hill
HP Company Foundation
Philip & Susan Hurwitz

� I �
IBM Corporation
Isabella Ingles
InterCall Inc.

� J �
Peter Jaquay
Beth, Tom & Melissa Joens
Just Give
Lucille Justinic
Raymond & Judy Justinic

� K �
Arlene Kaganove
Frances Kallander
Diane Kallenback
Lorelei & Herb Kaplan
Robert & Inez Kelso
Wes Kenney
Karen Kerwin
Dennis & Barbara Kessler
Doug Kidd
David Kier
Lois Klein
Ethel Kole
Tom & Kathy Koleski
Joan Konecki
JoAnne & Angelo Kopetas

AxisTangent
Lillian T. Korilko
Martie & Jerry Krassek
Andrew Kull
Glenn Kurowski

� L �
Scott LaCoss
Anne Landy
Beverly Lane
Marc & Rochelle Lane
Richard K Larder
Linda Larsen
James Lawless
Andrea & Phil LeBoy
Karen Lee
Loretta LeForge
Daphne Lekkas
Linda & Rick Lepow
Elaine & Larry Levin
Pearl Levin
Susan & Herb Levin
Frieda Levine
Estate of Bernice Janet

Levitas
LaVerne Lew
Michael & Sherry Lieberman
Warner Linda L.
Sari Lipschultz
Lois & Marvin Liss
Burton & Nancy Litwin
Ann & Sergio Lombardi



Thank You...Thank You...To Our FY 2008 Donors
(April 1, 2007 – March 31, 2008)

Stephen Lorch
Gerald Lowe
Lisa Lowery
Alfredo Loza
Helen Lubin
Arthur & Bonnie Ludwig

� M �
Magdalen Madden
Jodie Madsen
Honore Malicki
Marion & Nelda Maner
Michael Mangrich
Dennis & Kay Marinelli
Arlyne M. Marks
Don & Pat Mattes
Marie Maxwell
Victor R. Mazzucco Trust
Edward J. McAdams
Ethel & Bill McIntyre
Pat & Ray McWeeny
Mildred & Carl Medo
Cheryl Meltz
Zelma Meltzer
Doris Menk
Mary & James Mergenthaler
Florence D. Mertes
Phillip J. Mesi, Jr.
Kristen Metke
Nan & Peter Meyer
Rolf & Candance Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick

Meyers
Joanne Michalski
Jacob Michelman
Rudy & Sue Mihelich
Josephine Milkowski
Girard & Erika Miller
M. Joyce Miller
Chris Mitchell
Robert & Dorothy Money
Eric Moore
Judith & Robert Moran
Martha M. Moris
Peggy Moro
Robert & Janice Morreale
Barbara Morton
Estate of Marian G. Morton
Carol Mosse
Mildred Moulis
David & Linda Moussette
MS Recruiting
Regina Mulcahy
Mary Ann Munley
Don & Marcia Murphy
Alan & Abby Myers
Estate of J. Myers
Ann Myerson

� N �
Charles & Barbara

Napravnik
Marge Nelis
Robert & Louise Nelson
Mary Nesman
Network for Good
Neuqua Valley High School
Rick & Robyn Newman
Aram & Alexandra Nikitas
Roberta A. Nimmer
Sam & Thelma

Nishikimoto
Bernice Notarius
Henry Nutkevitch
Mickey Nydam

� O �
Marilyn O’Dell
Jason O’Leary
Richard & Deborah O’Leary
Don H. Olivieri
Margaret J. O’Neill
Irene Ono
Patty Opfer
Melissa Opolinsky
Oriole Homes &

The Levy Family
� P �

Margaret & Samuel Palenik
Palos Newcomers Club
Stephanie N. Panek
Elsa Paolucci
Edna Louise Parish
Pamela Parker
Mary Parrilli
Bill Paullin
Sonny Pearlstein
Bea & Les Peilet
Letty & Vince Pellettieri
Carolyn Petracca
Joseph & Lisa Marie Piagari
Elizabeth A. Pinter
Bennett Pioso
Catherine Pistoresi
Gloria & Terry Pogofsky
Christopher & Laurie

Pollastrini
Janet & Lawrence

Pollastrini
Joseph & Gilah Pomponi
Frank Porto & Family
Audrey Poss
Gerald & Kimberly Potts
Suzanne Powell
Alan B. Power
Janet Pretti
Mary Beth Puckace
Carole C. Pyle

� Q �
Jacqueline Quillman

� R �
Judy Rabe
Susan J. Rabe
Michael & Debra Rath
Robert & Diane Rausch
Darlene Rees
Chuck Relick
Clyde Relick
John & Susan Reschke
Mr. & Mrs. David Rhind
Christine Riefenberg
Vikki & Ralph Riefenberg
Peter & Diane Rizzuto
Johnson Robert
Marshall E. Rodin
Kathy H. Rogers
Judith Romaine
John & Donna Rosa
The Melvin Rosen Trust
Joe & Sally Rudman
Sheila Russakov
The Ruttenberg Charitable

Foundation
� S �

S. G. Supply Company
Gregory H. Sachs
Steve Saletta
Judy & Howard Salob
Carrie & Frank Saltzberg
Santanna Natural Gas Co.
Karen & John Scales
Joseph Scarpelli
Josephine Scerba
Gloria & Sam Schall
Lisa & Gary Schenkman
Steven & Linda Schmidt
William Schmitt
Edna L. &

Michael H. Schrank
Heinz & Anne Schreiter
Jeanne B. Schwartz
Juanita Sellers
Avalon & Yvonne

Shackelford
Charlotte & Joseph Sherey
Thomas C. Shields
Martin Shiring
Nicholas J. Shizas
Gary Shorter
Annamae Sica
Lovey & Bob Sider
Marilyn Silkin
Joseph Sima
Jayne & P. William

Simonini

Mary Francis Simpson
Jaron Singletary
Frank & Betty Siracusa
Irene Harrod Smith
Sharon Smith
Shirley Soffer
Leonard Solomon
Kathy Sonken
John & Cheryl Spanich
Josephine & Martin Spanich
Flourine Spann
Eleanor Spector
Paula Spellman
Jerry & Angie Spicuzza
Joanne Springer
St Margaret Mary Church
Janet Stanton
Thad & Lois Stauffer
Edward B. Stein
Irving Stenn, Jr.
Philip R. Stetson
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Stout
Paula & David Sugar
Marvin Sussman
Joan Svoboda
Lloyd & Sharon Swanson
Robert Symanzik

� T �
Mary Ann Taft
Barb & Dick Tamms
James & Roberta Taormina
Delores Teare
Richard Tedesco
Lido S. Teglia
Eva Courialis Thomas
Marilyn Thomas
Denese Tibbetts
Suzanne Tomaszewski
Roberta L. Topel
Dena Trotter
Suszanne Turcheck
Charles Turner

� U �
Juanita Ucciardi
United Marketing Group
The United Way
Elmar & Renate Upitis

� V �
Linda & George Van Geem
Julie & Barry Veit
John Venezian
Gregory & Jeannie Verklan
Denise Vernor
Vision Integrated Graphics
Patti Vitek

� W �
Esther Walanka
Raymond G. Walsh
Damon Walvoord
The Wasserman Trust
Amy Watson
Jennifer Weaver
Nanci Weinfeld
Diane & Brent Weiss
Kathy Weiss
Marvin & Rita Weiss
Karen & Harris Weiss &

Family
Laurence Weisz
Stewart Weisz
Elaine M. Wellings
Wellpoint Associate Giving

Campaign
Karen & Ward Werner
Beverly Wexstein
Dottie & Bob Whiteside
George & Sue Wick
Lorraine & Sidney Winters
Sara Wittenberg
Amy Wo
James Wojcik
James & Nicole Woldenberg
Thomas Woods
Jeff & Michelle Worth
David & Marie Wright
John E. Wuerffel

� X, Y, & Z �
Mary Ann Yarnell
Linda Yedor & Ron Erkes
Katie B. Young
Lori Zaino
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Zalnis
Leana Zanardo
Edward & Pamela Zenzola
Ashley Zimmerman
Leslie Zimmerman
Scott Zmrhal
Roz Zweig

If you made a donation to
the Cancer Research
Foundation during this fiscal
year and do not see your
name here or did not receive
a receipt, please contact us at
crf@cancerresearchfdn.org
or by phone at 312-630-0055.
Please note: the CRF will
not rent or sell its donors’
names.

We would also like to thank those who so generously contributed to the Cancer Research
Foundation through the 2007 Combined Federal, State and Workplace Campaigns.



It is with great sadness that the Cancer Research

Foundation mourns the passing of our past Executive

Director, Sharon Swanson. Sharon was the Executive

Director for the Cancer Research Foundation for

almost 25 years and was critical to making the

CRF the strong organization we are today. She

was a wonderful, smart and funny woman who

was always able to look on the bright side of life.

A cancer survivor of more than four years,

Sharon was a fierce advocate for the need for

private funding for cancer research and enjoyed

a close friendship with many donors as well as with current

and past CRF researchers. On hearing the news of Sharon’s

passing, a number of people close to Sharon and the Cancer

Research Foundation shared their memories of her:

Sharon was an ardent supporter of cancer research,

and luminous friend to the cancer care and philan-

thropic community. I’m reminded how as a young (and

overwhelmed by it all) investigator, Sharon welcomed

me warmly to the CRF family; this long-standing

relationship with Sharon and the CRF proved to be a

turning point in my career, giving me the freedom to

take my research in novel and promising directions.

She leaves a powerful legacy. Michelle M. Le Beau,

Ph.D., Director, Cancer Research Center, University of

Chicago

For so many years, Sharon was the glue that held the

CRF together and made it work. She was completely

devoted to the mission of the Foundation and, particu-

larly, to helping advance

the careers of bright

young scientists and

physicians. Her passion

was felt by all and she

became an inspiration as

she worked through her

own cancer diagnosis with

determination and fortitude. We will miss her

deeply. Richard L. Schilsky, M.D., BSD Chair-

man, Cancer & Leukemia Group B, University of

Chicago

Sharon was the Executive Director for many

years of the CRF. I worked with her for all those

years, and she became very involved with the

doctors we funded and loved and had a passion

for her work. Whenever she visited the medical

center for any reason, she made sure she made

time to meet with a doctor the CRF had funded. Sharon will

be missed by our whole Board and on behalf of them I send

my condolences to her husband Lloyd and her 2 daughters.

Merle Goldblatt Cohen, Cancer Research Foundation Presi-

dent

We will all miss Sharon a great deal. In her honor a special

fund has been established to support breast cancer research in

the laboratory of Geoffrey Greene, Ph.D., one of Sharon’s

friends and a scientist whom Sharon greatly admired. As a

breast cancer survivor, Sharon followed Dr. Greene’s research

studies closely. Gifts to the fund can be directed to the ad-

dress below:

Sharon Swanson Memorial Fund

The University of Chicago

Office of Medical Center Development

1170 E. 58th Street

Chicago, IL 60637

Attn: Nicole Genovese

Our love and condolences

go out to Lloyd, Sharon’s

husband, her two daughters,

Cindy and Mary, and their

whole family.

In Memoriam
1940 – 2008

Of course Sharon would be the
one holding the “Lance Fan” sign
on the far right.
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The Cancer Research Foundation received over $595,000 in bequests during our last fiscal year ending March
31st, 2008. These special people remembered the CRF in the estates, allowing the Foundation to continue to
fund important cancer research, and we would like to honor their generosity and remember them specially.

You can support the Cancer
Research Foundation in a number
of ways, from asserting your
support of the science we are
funding to making a gift in honor
or memory of someone special.
Included with this newsletter is a
pre-printed envelope, or we
would be happy to process your
donation either on the phone or

though our website at www.cancerresearchfdn.org. In
addition, the Cancer Research Foundation is a part of
many workplace campaigns and United Way Campaigns.
If you do not see the CRF listed, you can simply write our
name in the “Donor Option” section. The CRF has a number
of other programs to support donations through V-DAC
vehicle donation and Heartfelt Charity Cards. Information
on these programs can be found on our website or by
contacting our office.

If you would like help in adding the Cancer Research Foundation as a beneficiary in your will,
please contact us at 312-630-0055.


